This chapter draws on a longitudinal study of identity transitions among young children from migrant and host society backgrounds in schools in England. The research included a quantitative study of involving just fewer than 400 schoolchildren aged between 5 and 11 and a qualitative study based on interviews with 32 children who participated in the main study. We outline below some of the key reasons for studying issues of identity and social action among young children from migrant backgrounds and salient theoretical issues and orientations. The chapter includes a brief description of the research project and an examination of the key findings from the quantitative and qualitative studies. We conclude with reflections on the implications of the research for the formulation of educational policies and for developing further theoretical frameworks for work in this area.
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The study was conducted in a context of widespread debate about migration and integration in the wake of the 9/11 and 7/7 attacks. Within the United Kingdom, these events have been seen as evidence of a general failure of multiculturalism and have heralded calls for an increasing emphasis to be placed on restrictions on immigration and the 'integration' of migrants into British society (e.g. Goodhart, 2004) . These calls were not confined to the United Kingdom and were reflected widely across Europe, North America and Australia. Commentators confronted the public with a spectre of migrant communities turning in upon themselves and maintaining and developing identities and affiliations often antagonistic to those predominant in host societies. Multicultural policies were, in this context, often seen as, at best, naïve and at worst as contributing significantly to a breakdown in social cohesion (e.g. Liddle, 2004) . As a consequence of this reaction multicultural policies and orientations were often revised with renewed emphasis placed on the contribution of public programmes towards the 'integration' of society. In practical terms this resulted in the scrapping or significant revision of programmes that were seen as catering exclusively for specific ethnic minority groups and these had to demonstrate how they were actively promoting the integration of society. A further component was an emphasis on the articulation, and allegiance of migrant populations to, 'British values'.
While much recent political and policy debates have focussed on individuals and groups deemed to pose a threat to social cohesion, there has been relatively little attention paid to the ordinary, day-to-day ways in which the vast majority of migrants interact in host societies. Specifically, the tenor of public debate in recent years has tended towards viewing migrants implicitly as having fixed, immutable identities and strong affiliations towards heritage cultures and religions. Somewhat paradoxically, this often overriding perception arises in the wake of extensive research in the social sciences demonstrating that, far from being fixed, 'identity' and 'culture' are dynamic; changing and evolving in iterative interaction between migrants and host societies (e.g. Hall, 1992; Sen, 2006) .
A further complexity here relates to the scale and diversity of contemporary migration. While the past centuries have witnessed major movements of people owing to war, famine or persecution, contemporary times have seen a differentiation in the reasons for migrating and in its socio-political contexts of migration. There are, for example, contracted labour migrants who have left their countries of origin to search for employment elsewhere, processes of family unification whereby typically women and children have joined husbands and fathers in a new country, as well as forced migrants, fleeing their countries owing to war and persecution and in most cases reaching only the borders of neighbouring states (Castles and Miller, 2003) .
The migration of children in the past century has reflected this diversification. Many migrant children have not themselves moved but are the sons and daughters, or grandchildren of earlier migrants and are fully citizens of receiving countries. The country of reception is their home and they may not have known any other. Others may have moved much more recently with their parents or alone and have experienced childhoods spanning more than one country or continent. For those children who are second-and third-generation migrant backgrounds much academic literature focussed initially on stresses between parents and children who were viewed as caught 'between two cultures'
